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Shire of Dowerin 

Special Council Meeting 

1:30pm Wednesday 1 April 2026 

1. Official Opening / Obituaries 

 The President welcomes those in attendance and declares the Meeting open at 1:34pm 

2. Record of Attendance / Apologies / Leave of Absence 

 Councillors:  

 

 

 Cr DP Hudson 

Cr RI Trepp 

Cr AR Jones 

Cr CJ Meakins 

Cr JC Sewell 

President 

Deputy President 

 

 

Via teams 

 Staff: 

  Ms M Barthakur 

Ms K Rose 

Chief Executive Officer 

Manager of Governance and Community Services – via teams 

 Members of the Public:  

 Apologies:  

  Cr Jen Graffin  

 Leave of Absence:  

  Nil  

3. Public Question Time 

  

4. Disclosure of Interest 
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5. OFFICER’S REPORTS – GOVERNANCE AND COMPLIANCE 

 

5.1 Extraordinary Election – Appointment and Method of Election 

Governance & Compliance 

 

Date: 31 March 2026 

Location: Nil 

Responsible Officer: Kahli Rose, Manager of Governance and Community Services 

Author: Kahli Rose, Manager of Governance and Community Services 

Legislation: Local Government Act 1995 

Sharepoint Reference: Organisation > Governance > Elections 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Attachments: Attachment 5.1A – WAEC Cost Estimate Letter 

Attachment 5.1B – WAEC Written Agreement Letter 

 

 Purpose of Report 

 Executive Decision  Legislative Requirement 

 Summary 

The Shire of Dowerin has received correspondence from the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission (WAEC) confirming the proposed date, cost estimate, and written agreement to 
conduct the 2026 Extraordinary Election. 

Council is required to fix the election date and formally resolve to appoint the Electoral 
Commissioner as responsible for the conduct of the election and determine the method of election 
as a postal election. These resolutions must be passed by an absolute majority and cannot be 
amended.  

 Background 

Following the resignation of Cr Adam Metcalf on 23 March 2026, an Extraordinary Election is 
required to fill the resulting vacancy on Council. 

The WAEC has advised that the earliest and preferred date for the election is Thursday, 25 June 
2026. A cost estimate of approximately $11,000 (ex GST) has been provided for the conduct of the 
election, based on a postal election method and standard election assumptions.  

The WAEC has also provided written agreement confirming its willingness to conduct the election 
on behalf of the Shire, subject to Council passing the required statutory resolutions.  

  

https://dowerin365.sharepoint.com/sites/councillor_portal/portal/council_meetings/2026%2004%2001%20-%20April%20Special%20Council%20Meeting/Attachment%205.1A%20-%20WAEC%20Cost%20Estimate%20Letter.pdf
https://dowerin365.sharepoint.com/sites/councillor_portal/portal/council_meetings/2026%2004%2001%20-%20April%20Special%20Council%20Meeting/Attachment%205.1B%20-%20WAEC%20Written%20Agreement%20Letter.pdf
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 Comment 

In accordance with section 4.9(1) of the Local Government Act 1995, Council must determine and 
fix the election day within one month of the vacancy occurring.  

The WAEC has advised that the earliest and preferred election date is Thursday, 25 June 2026.  

To meet this proposed election date, Council is required to declare the Electoral Commissioner 
responsible for the conduct of the election no later than 80 days prior to the election. This deadline 
falls on Monday, 6 April 2026. 

As this date is a public holiday, the Interpretation Act 1984 provides that where a prescribed day 
falls on a public holiday, the action may be taken on the next business day. Accordingly, the 
required declaration must be made by Tuesday, 7 April 2026. 

The WAEC has advised that the required motions must be presented to Council exactly as drafted 
and cannot be amended. Failure to adopt the required resolutions will prevent the WAEC from 
progressing election arrangements. 

 Consultation 

Councillors, 

Manisha Barthakur, Chief Executive Officer 

Kahli Rose, Manager of Governance and Community Services, 

Western Australian Electoral Commission, 

WALGA 

 Policy Implications 

Nil 

 Statutory Implications 

Local Government Act 1995 

Section 4.9(1) — Extraordinary elections 

“(1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of councillor, the local government is to hold an extraordinary 
election to fill the vacancy, and is to fix the day on which the election is to be held, which is to be 
not more than 4 months after the date of the vacancy.” 

 

Section 4.20(4) — Electoral Commissioner may conduct elections 

“(4) A local government may, by absolute majority, declare the Electoral Commissioner to be 
responsible for the conduct of an election, poll or referendum on behalf of the local government.” 

 

Section 4.61(2) — Method of conducting election 

“(2) A local government may, by absolute majority, decide that an election is to be conducted as a 
postal election.” 
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 Strategic Implications 

Strategic Community Plan  

Community Priority:  Our Organisation  

Objective:  Deliver a high standard of governance and administration 

Outcome:  4.1 

Reference:  4.1f 

Asset Management Plan  

Nil  

Long Term Financial Plan  

Nil  

 

 Risk Implications 

 

Risk Profiling Theme Failure to fulfil statutory regulations or compliance 
requirements 

Risk Category Compliance 

Risk Description Short term non-compliance but with significant regulatory 
requirements imposed 

Consequence Rating Major (4) 

Likelihood Rating Unlikely (2) 

Risk Matrix Rating Moderate (8) 

Key Controls (in place) Legislative requirements clearly defined by WAEC;  

Council reporting processes 

Action (Treatment) Adoption of required resolutions as provided;  

Timely submission of confirmation to WAEC 

Risk Rating (after treatment) Effective 
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 Financial Implications 

The WAEC has provided a cost estimate of approximately $11,000 (ex GST) to conduct the 
Extraordinary Election.  

Final costs may vary depending on actual election requirements, including staffing, postage 
services, and supplier costs.  

 

. Voting Requirements 

 Simple Majority  Absolute Majority 

Officer’s Recommendation/Resolution – 12.1 

Moved Cr Jones Seconded: Cr Meakins 

1290 That Council, by Absolute Majority, in accordance with sections 4.9(1), 4.20(4) and 
4.61(2) of the Local Government Act 1995: 

1. Declare. In accordance with section 4.20(4) of the Local Government Act 1995, 
the Electoral Commissioner to be responsible for the conduct of the 2026 
extraordinary election, together with any other elections or polls which may be 
required; 

2. Decide, in accordance with section 4.61(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 
that the method of conducting the election will be as a postal election. 

CARRIED 5/0 

For: Cr Hudson, Cr Trepp, Cr Jones, Cr Meakins, Cr Sewell 

 

 

  

 

6. Closure 

 The President thanked those in attendance, and closed the meeting at 1:35pm 
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